


UIA W ORK PROGRAMM E  
ARCHITECTURE & C HILDREN
The International Union of Architects (UIA) was 
founded in 1948 to unite the architects of the 
world, without regard to nationality, race, religion or 
architectural school of thought, within a federation 
of national organisations.
The aim of the UIA is to enable architects to discuss 
ideas and concepts, share their experiences, broad-
en their knowledge, and learn from their differences 
in order to play a better part in the improvement of 
the environment and the quality of people’s lives.

The UIA Architecture & Children Work Programme 
is a global programme within the theme ‘ Architec-
ture and Society’. Its Built Environment Education 
Guidelines and Website support Architects and 
Teachers in helping children and young people to 
understand architectural design and the processes 
by which our environment is shaped.

ARCHITECTURE AND  HU MA N ACTIVITY 
Architecture and the built environment – our build-
ings, villages, towns, cities and landscapes – pro-
vide the framework for all human activity and inter -
action. We give it form and it forms us. It involves 
collective, social and critical action. 

OUR CHILDREN  WILL  BUILD  THE FUTURE
The future quality of our environment will be de-
termined by the children of today. Home, school, 
neighbourhood and community send them a mes-
sage about their place in the world. For good or ill 
the environment provides the context, the ‘cadre de 
vie’ which so affects the physical and psychological 
quality of their lives, and in which they start to grow 
into their future roles as citizens. 

TRANSM ITTIN G ARCHITECTURE  
TO CHILDREN  AND  YOUN G PEOPLE
Built Environment Education will help children and 
young people to understand architectural design 
and the process by which the environment is 
shaped so that as adult citizens they will be able to 
participate effectively in the creation of high quality 
architecture that is humane, beautiful, sustainable 
and respectful of its context.

Providing this education is a matter of partnership 
between architects and teachers in collaboration 
with schools, parents, education authorities and 
governments. 

WEB SITE 
uiabee.riai.ie

Websites within the UIA Built Environment Educa-
tion Network aim to provide architects and teachers 
with ideas, materials, tools and resources designed 
to give children and young people:

���š �Sensory awareness of the spaces – public/private, 
interior/exterior - that they move and live in
���š �Awareness of roles, rights and responsibilities in the 
creation of the built environment
���š �An appreciation of their architectural heritage and of 
contemporary architecture
���š �An understanding of the relationship between the 
built and natural environment and of the link be -
tween sustainable development and quality of life
���š �The vocabulary they need to discuss the qualities of 
buildings and places and how they relate to the life 
of a community.
���š �Experience of the analytical and problem -solving 
methods of the design process
���š �The capacity to work in a team, to observe, to iden -
tify problems and �nd creative solutions 
���š �The opportunity to experiment with techniques, 
forms and materials 
���š �The capacity to exercise sensitivity and imagination, 
taste and critical judgment
���š �The discovery that architecture is a creative intel -
lectual task of research and design that draws on 
humanity, culture, heritage, nature and society.

The UIA upholds the fundamental principle that all 
Architecture & Children activities be conducted in 
an ethical manner and with respect for the cultural 
identity of the community within which the children 
live.


